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Chapter Three NATURAL SETTING Po cahontas County 


Part 1, Roscoe W,Prown, 


( Sec C ) 


Pocahontas County is situated entirely within the Allegheny mountains, 


with tke main trunk line of the Allegheny mountain forming the Eastern 


boundary thereof; the south-east side of the Alleghenies are steep and more abru 


-pt than on the west side that leads off into Pocahontas County . 

Following the main Allegheny mountains, and the County line, from the 
corner of Randolph, and Pockhontas ,on the Pendleton County line to the 
ددد‎ County line ; many mountains , branches and V shaped valleys 


lead off toward the Greenbrier river ; In the ridge and ‘valley provinces the 
elevation of the ridgee range from 3 000 to 4 000 feet and the velleys from 
2 000 to 3000 feet for the most part the velleys are narrow and rise in a 
series of steeply rounded hills to the main mountain tops. Narrow V shaped 
gaps have been cut through one valley to an other, where the streams pass through: 
This gives a decidedly trellislike arrangement to the drainage system to the 
Eastern part of Pocahontas County with the Greentrier river as the master stream 
Pissing south-westward. 
Pocahontas County is virtually a" Birth Place of Rivers" as all drainage 
waters of the County are formed within its boundaries and flow outwards 
It has a maximum in elevation of approximately 2666 feet and the highest 
Z averageele vation of any County in the State of West Virginia. The lowest point, 
« 


where Greenbrier river enters Greenbrier County is at an elevation of 1976 feet, 


The streams are all swift ,and for the most part still actively cutting 


downward, The ridges through which the branches flow ere generably ane. to کي‎ 
-tb the tops of the Allegheny mountain, although there are places ه ومر‎ | 
sides are jutted with large cliffs and rocks that aid greatlı i : " 

County that picturesque scenery which it so enánertly pos 5 à š 

narrow and rich, and culti vated, with the streams unif fon ' 


valleys, 
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Beautiful homes are "udi interepurcei along the valleye, | | 
tor situated at those points that are favorable for homes , and are scatterdd 
profusely through the veles and even to the mountain tops. 

The main top of the Allegheny mountain or crest alon; the County line presents 
whet is supposed to be the best exemple of penoplane in the County , and what 

is probably the best in the State of West Virginia. It can be seen to the best 
advantage near " Top of Allegheny " where it ieg crossed by the >tauntom 

and Parkersburg Turn Pike, The mountein is a broad eurface with slight P. 


dissection ,but preserves an even sky-line for several miles . The average 


élp=ation of the Allegheny mountain is approximately 4400 feet . 


Hoplace in the Hills of West Virginia can 46 more beaut&ful cenery 


than the top of the Allegheny mountain looking east; all the mountains may be 


Aga _ M É 
seer as they pile up, between the main Allegheny and the Plue, ín the ^" East - E 


- Virginia "S ۱ 
" Allegheny" is the name that has been applied, or given to the 


principal trunk line of the Appalachian syatem or ranges of mountains in the 


| word . ھ‎ 
Eastern United states, The " Appalachain" was first used by the Spaniarde 


under Desota, in naming the ranges of mountains imna i im honor of the 
Apalachee Indians, Then later was incorrectly called ونيو‎ A 


The word Ajlegheny derived from an Indian word with unascerted 


"o matter what the word means , or meant in the Indian la: 


has & ring of melody, of beauty, and a concord of musical strains, 


The mountaina that divide the head waters of the Greenbrier River and the 
watere of The Dry Fork and Glady Fork of Cheat River, and following the 
Randolph County line , has beem loyally called iMd and known as Middle Mountain 
but ie shown on the Soil Survey Map of Pocahontas County as The " Lynn Divide " 
The elevation of this ridge or plateau ۹5 extends from the main Allegheny 
mountains to the Shavers Mountein averages approximately 3500 feet; at or near 
the Allegheny mountain is 4000 feet, north of the Blister Swamp ie 3708 feet, 
at the blister Swamp 3637 feet, where it connects with the Shaver mountain is 
4065 feet, The Shavers mountain divides ihe waters of the West Fork of * 
the Greenbrier and the Shavers Fork of Cheat river , and is the prolongation 


of ihe Back Allegheny mourttain which looses its self ir the southern part of Tucke 


County near the Ory Fork cf Cheat between Otter creek and they Clagy Fork. 
i 

The crest or water shed of the Shavers Mountain that formes the dividingiline 
| 


between Randolph Gnd Pocahontas Counthes from the Staunton andPPRrkereburg 


tuen pike northward has an elevation approximately 4000 feet with the knob 


tower 
the Gaudineer is located upon at an elevationof 4445 feet which is the highest 


point, 

The Back Allegheny mountain is the continuation or prolongation of the 
Shavers mountain from the point where the Staunton and Parkersburg pike crosses 
it,; The watershe? of the Pack Allegheny divide the waters of the Greenbrier 


and the Shavere Fork of Cheat to the junction ef the Back Allegheny and the 


Cheat Mountain at Thorny Flat which has an elevation of 4 839 te. x T MT : 


£ 


The highest point on the Back Alllegheny mountain is the په‎ 
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with an elevation of 4542 feet and ie the highest point in 


A continuation of the same range of mountains or‏ ص 
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THOMAS CREXK . Thomas Creok gi ves rise near the water shed of Thorny Creek near the 


site of the Senica C.C.C. Canp -and—flows , and flows North to connect with the 


Sitlington Creek 1+ miles East of Sitlington, 
It has a meandering longth of 6 miles with a total fall of 900 feet, 


with a rate of fall per mile óf 150 feet. and has hae ur area of drainage badin 


of 8.97 equare milec. 


The Thomas Creek, water drainare basin, was mostly covered ‘with the famous 


white pine trees, which was cut ovcr, and operated about the year of 1885, 
is situated 


The Senica State Game Forest, to the South and North-7est , and the Stoeb 


Game and Fish ٧٧٧-٧ has erected their care keepers home , near the head of 


this branch . 


Thorer Creek was firet settled by the dasendents of the pioneer John "c Leughlin 


and Williem Mc Laughlin, about the time of the formation of Pocahontas County, WOR“ 
decodeaotes were among the most popular and prominent citizens of Pocahontes Courty 


ard were nativee of Ireland, 


Kobert Dunlap, l'cCutchan; settled on Thomas Creek in the year of M 2 Pa 
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= before breakfast , a habit eo charaeteristic of the Scotch- Irish at that 46 


' 
OF tine. He was interupted by the breaking of a stick, and 7 looking intertl; 
ard steadily in the direction whence the sound eeemed to have come he esw five or 


eix warriors aiming their guns and moving cautiously upon him. 


Seeing there was no chance to escape, hermed in as he was,he threw up his hmde 


end made signe for them to come to him, he put the turkey before them and made signe 
for then to eat, By gestures and guteral grunting, they geve him to understend 
that they would not touch it,unlese he would eat eome first. He did so, and thereupon 
they devoured it ravenously, and it was no time that scarcely a fragment remained 
even of the bones, 

Soon an breukfast was over , they started for their home in Ohio. Having 8 
tut a few miles ,they halted at what the pioneer afterwarde called the Moses Spri 
ard ever since that tire the little branch, has been handed down from generation 
tc generation as the Moses Spring Run. 

The prisoner wes securely bound with buffalo raw hide thongs, and pinicned 
to the ground. a detachment went off in the direction of Stony bottom , and were gore 
two or three-hours. “nen they Indians returned they were loaded down with ore. 

( It appears by the tradition that there was a lead mine somewhef in thie locality) 

thie Cre was carried to a place where an othe halt was made and the ore wae g 
smelted and reduced in weight ; so thet one could carry what had required two tc 


bring in as raw material, 


The prisoner ( Moses Noore ) was taken as far as Chilacothe and the Indiand 


seemed to have been greatly elated over their capture. So much so that as a special 


compliment of the Indian Squ&ws , it was decided in solemn council , of inquiry 


what to do with the prisoner; and it was decided thet he should run the gauntlet. 
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The Indiane seemed to have known of nothing so intensely amusing 
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NATURAL SETTING Pocahontas County. 
Koecoe w Brown, 
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STEVENS HOLE RUN;- Stevens Hole Run is a small stream of little importance 


CHAPTER THREE, 


Part (1) Sec D) 


but has considerable local interest. It has its source ina limestone Spring 

> 
Just west of the Stats highway 0..7 mile north east of Mill Pointand flows 18 a 
southward direction to the Greenbrier River one mile north east of Seebert . 


x Jer 
It has a total, of 2$ miles 


vith a fall of 305 feet at a rate of 122 feet per 
mile, with a drainage area of 3.75 Square miles, 

Stevens Hole Run is so named after Steven Sewell, whom Colonel Andrew Lewis 
found at at Marlins Bottom, in 1751 with Jacob Marlin, Steven Sewsll spent a 
winter soon after ina amall cave just at the head of the Run. There is & 
tradiéion that the same Steven Sewell was killed by the Indians some yearslater 
on big Sewell Hountain farther down the Greenbrier River, ( But the same has 
been disputed by other writers ) There is a tradition story, that a certain 
paymaster of & certain Ohio regiment stole the payroll when here for the:Battle of 
Droop Mountain , and hid the money in Stevens Hole". ( Réferred to a sthe Cave in wick 
wnich Steven Séwell lived ) In Bowers 'book ten Tragic "ré. In writing up the 


carpet bag govenor of a certain southern state, the writer says the said govenor 


had been accused of absconding with the pay roll of a certain Ohio regiment, 


A very interesting and well delineated description of this little branch 


and Cave,locally known as Stevens Hole, and the authentic history that it wem 
is pertrayed ina special editorial written for the Pocahontas — m me 
date of July 14th 1927, by Andrew "rice, president of the Historic: 
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Thureduy July 14 th 1327. 


Tord came that the rock work at Stephen Hole 


had destroyed th a 


hun on the Seneca Trail 


Cave in which Stephen Sewell lived in the Indian days, so I 
hot footed it down there to investigate the runor and was delighted to find the 
Cave was stil) there. The big ;linestone cliff a couple hundred feet high faces 
the State highway about three hundred yards distance, It is of the Big Lime or 
Greenbrier Limestone and many thousand tone have been blasted offthe face of the 


for use in surfacing the road,‏ وو یا 


The Quarry is where the main Spring issues and what g&ve. rise to the reprt 
that the cave had been blasted out was that the Point that the work had been 
&oing on the cliff overhung and ` 


The real cave is high up the cliff sone two hundred yards south of the 
works, and it is Safe for many years to come 


- It is not at all likely that it will 
skier be needed for road work , 


Stephen, s Hole as it is called over lookd and is a hole in the wall that 


f 
of the vallhby . It is án a. Similay position 
5 Cage, that Robert Louis Stephenson telle 


which was the 


hiding place of Cluny MacPherson at the tins he was 


outlawed for the E- 

part he had taken against Cromwell in favor of the exiled Stewert Kings . It is in. E 
| = ‘ont - | 

the top of a cliff and hig by the trees and timber, EE 


Stephen Hole Run 


or Sewell Run as i+ WAS Sometimes called is a little = a 

Spring branch crosine the highway a mile north of Millpoint. At this point اچيه‎ 
"osd to Huntersville branches off to the east and descends the little valley + E 
7enorier Ri ver where it crosses at the mouth of Bever Creek up which it goes. E du 

“e near eut to Huntersville: in the E 


days when it was the county 


the road ihe run h 
and the bold clear Stream that i8Sues from 


3 low 9nough to ford. Abo ve 
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d does not very much in volun the year around, 


Tm the old days there wae w well founded belief that if horees afflicted with the 
Scratches , an affection of the skin in the fétlock, were watered, and thers feet 
washed in this little stream that they would be cured, and it was the custom to brig 
horses there from the surrounding Levels community. 

In the tourist day that is coming it will be the regular thing to halt the car at 
this pointj;and the viditors will walk some three hundred yards and climb the 


declivity that brings thea near the top of the cliff and inspect the cave, 


Tt will also afford then the boon of the finest drinking water, as cool and clear 
as is to be obtained in this world of ours. 

I have never seen a cave that was so well suited for ü habitation as this one 
On climbing the level of the opening first is found a smooth platform sort of place 
perhaps thirty by forty feet in size. Next is a great roof or portico which shelters 
which shelters a large portion of tnis trBace , with an outcur ving roof perhaps ten 
feet high. Then in the wall is a room about six feet wide and ten feet deep, with a 
low ceiling . A fire across the openingwould keep this little retreat comfortable 
in the coldest weather.  Eack in this room is an opening of unk nown dimensions but 
extending well back into the cliff. It is very dark there and would not be suitatb 
place for living rooms but would be an ideal place to store food and supplies. 


The front room is fitted with a level floor , and being open to the outer air is in 


good condition now withouta particle of fixing to afford a comfottable place to sleep 


and taxe shelter. No stream issues from this cave , and there is no current of air. 
It is an ideal place for camping and is one of the sizhts of the County. 


If you have occasion to visit it, follow the path ef-up b; an old abanded 3 à d 3 | 


sawdust heap. The place is Dr, H. W. Mc Neels farà , the top of a 


line between his farm ani that of F. J. Ruckman land. |‏ ودي 


|o» cliff you will be on the Rucksan land as well as 
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lake formed here of clear pure water. It would be surr un 


shores and beetling crags would Overlook it, there you would have g 


and a precipice in close harmony, and it would be one of the t 


Virginia, The highway would skirt one side of the park , and £ 


house would look down on it, It would be 


just the right وودد‎ 3 


make an attraction for the town of l'arlinton , and it would be an 
drives from Lewi sburg ; Ronceverte, White Sulphur Springs, and Hot 


Sprir 
I have been weighing the somewhat slight 


svilehce that has t 
of ihe pioneer Stephen Sewell. He came here with Jacob Marlin in the s seve 
b8th of them long hunters 


don, Boyd B. Stutler, - the ` 


lanis bgpani the "mountains for months stay , as compared with those ah E NOE 


۰ 


of Providing their winter meat. ES 
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arlin and avery other notable to the fac | 
name got into print and Was preserved that way, Owing to this ^ ud ET i 
‘ave come to be first English settlers of the Mississippi Valle) 


""p was where the twwn of Marlinton is located 


and where they 


'narew Lewis, "arlin 


survived the french and Indian war, and liw 
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d and had a daugh 
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Both the cabin and tree dwelling were located inthe narrow pass through whkch 3 


| "nappa Creek breaks through to reach the Greenbrier River, This stream flows bet 
ween two peaks or headland maríng the gate way to the great Knapps Creek Valley 
one a spur of the Buckley, Mountain and the other a spur of Marlin Wountain, These 
peaks have never been given names , and it is now proposed to name then l'ary and 
Elizabeth, after Elizabeth Dunlap, and Mary Vance Warwick. 

The people of this county have specialized on the name of Harlin, and have 
allowed the people in a distant part of the State to use the nume-of Sewell. Thus 
Sewell is remembered by Big and Little Sewell Mountain, Sewell Creek, Sewell Valley, 


ihe town of Sewell, and one of the measures of coal of tne New River section, known 
as the Sewell seam. 


Lt is the common belief baséd upon a tradition, that Stephen Sewell left 


here , ani moved to Sewell Creek which flows into the Gauley Hiver , and that he was 


Sere killed by tne Indians . As a defender of tradition, I am sorry to say that I 
have come to the conclusion that Stephen Séwell never lived farther west than the 
cave at the Ruothat bears his name in Pocabontas County, near Miilpoint. 

That he lived on the waters of Gauley jis due to a statement prepared by 
Col. John Steart , the grand old man of Greenbrier County, in the year of 1798, And 
it is baseibn his report that Sewell moved forty miles farther west and lived on a 
creek that bears his nane . It is not at all likely that Sewell li ved on Gauley 
or any paint vest of the Greenbrier valley prior to 1756 . David Tygart had to leave 
the nearby valley of Tygarts Valley River in 1754, and he is undoubtedly the origi- 


` penal settler west of the long intervening valley of the Greenbrier, 
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agreement with the French at a place called the Great " d: 
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near Brownsville Pennsylvania, Later in that year the Ir 


family at Beverly, the first settlers to be massacred wy: 
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and Indian Yar. The next year the settlers on the fronti ans ot 
while Braddock was forming his amy but even before his defe 


Indians were killing on. the Holston River and on the head: 


The first effect of Braddocks defeat in this section occur 
that time when the Indians appeared at the mouth of Knapps 


persons and took eight prisoners . This raid ended the host: Lit i 


But in February and March 1756 they broke out again, 
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Chicken House Run.- Chicken House Run is unother minor tributary of the 


Greenbrier River joining the latter stream one-helf mile south of Watoga. 


It heads cr the west slppe of the Pyle Mountain and flows almost due west 2 


for a distance of 2.8 miles. Its drainage area is 2.42 square miles, 


It hee a total fall of 790 feet, with a rate of fall per mile of 282.1 fee 
Partmile, There is a tradition that the tranch was so nemed from the 
fact that one of the old pioneer hunters K^ this section of Pocahontas County 
knowing that the branch was infested with  Foxes and other  varmints , and 
order to catch then, he placed a small Chicken House on a stump with one or 
two chickens inside the coop, then placed spring traps all around and about 
the Chicken House, ard thereby caught many of the Foxes and 58 by this 


method of  enticeing them with a chicken; And the branch has been there- 


after called"Chicken House Run", 


BEAVER CREKK:- Beaver Creek is made up of two branches with several eanall 


tributaries roughly forming a Y the southern branch heading well up on the 
west side-of Beaver Lick Mountain with thye northern branch heading on the 
east side of the Buckley Mountain to join the Greenbrier River at Violet. 


The old County Road from Hillsboro to Huntersville followed elong this stream 


when Huntersville was the County Seat of Pocahontas County . Beaver Creek has 


a drainage area of 16.27 square miles , and has a total 40M as 8.6 miles 
with a to tal fall of 940 feet, with a rate of fall per mile of 114.6 feet. Bea Pe 

°  Beave Creek was sọ named from the famous Reavers that once infésted its 
waters. 


IMPROVEMENT LICK RUN:- THE Improvement Lick Run is a small de 


length of 3.6 miles , having ita source near the top of the 1 


en flowing westward to join Greenbrier River one m " x 


o nemed by &pioneer who had made some — 


ES pe. on this particular brawch, kasuq d 


0 ¿` 
= 


1 Runs. Impriverent Lick uae 


et 
n 


(per mile of 231.9 feet. ; F 


`ONDAY LICK: and SUNDAY LICK RUN, S 
These two small Branches head near the top of Buckley Mountain and flow in a 


westward direction to join the Greentrier River about 800 feet apart one 


mile south of Stillwell. Monday Lick Run has anentire length of 2.5 miles 


with a totel fall of TOO feet , with a rate of fell of 980 feet per mile,with 
drainage area of 2.02 square miles . 

Sunday Lick Run, has an entire length of 2.4 miles ,with a fall of 950 
feet, with a rate of fell of 395.8 -— per mile, and has & drainage area basir 


of 1.21 Quare miles. 


In pioneer days Deer Licks were frequented on these branches, and 


fanciful nemes were given them by the old pioneer hunters. There is ٥8 
tradition that once a hunter killed a deer on one of these branches on 
sunday at one of these licks ; and it was thereafter called Sunday Lick Run, 
Hunting on Sunday was frowned upon by the early settlers and the name was 
given as an enduring reproof. In order to designate the two Lick Rune the 
other branch was celled Monday Lick Run . Lens Ridge is situate between 
Monday Lick , and Sunday Lick , and was so named from an old pioneer hunter by 


the name of Len Bunday, no doubt the branches were named for him.. 


STILL HOUSE RUN:- Another run of small importance heading near the north 
end of Buckley Hountuin is locally known as Still House Run , and is the 


first stream south of Knapps Creek and flows into the Greenbrier River at 


the Lumber town of Stillwell, Its total length is 3.1 miles with a drainage 


' 
y € 


area of 2.6 @Quare miles ç Still House R un was 80 nene from the fact that 


^ 
^ 
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e Still House was abBeondod away in a thicket of pines and 
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SWAGO CREEK:- S$wago Creok is astream with a coneiderable volum of water 
| 


originating largely from springs that emerge high up in the Suggo Mountain 


and Days Mountain; near Spruce Flats , It is composed of the following 

branches or tributaries: Mc Blintock Run, Overholt Fun, Dry Run, and Buck Run 
This network of streams has cut a prominent cove between the runge 

of Rodgers lountain, Swago Mountain, and Spruce Flats. Swago Creek enters 

Greenbrier River at Buckeye, and has a drainage area of 12,92 square miles 

and has a total length of 3.3 miles with a total fall of 1295 feet, with & 

rate of fall per mile of 392.4 feet. McClintocks flour mill wae sitedtei 


on this branch but is now not in use. 


Swago Creek has one of the oldest settlements that wee made in Focahon 
tas County ; The bias family of Ewings settled on Swago about the year 
1770 , having sold their land holdings to Moses Moore on Knappe Creek ; 
William Ewing known as " Swago Bill" was living on Swago Creek in the year of 
1786 , he blazed a line of trees around the lands he selected , and afterward € 
had the tract patented . Onee he was plowing when the alarm came that the 
| Indians were preparing to attack the settlement, he hid his plow in Sees 
and with the other settlers made haste to the nearest fort which was Villpoint 
then known as Fort Day; a few days afterwards he ventured Lack to get his 
plow , and while proceeding through the woods with his plow , he was alarmed 
by a snaping sound , and turning to one side he saw three Indiane behind a 
log with their guns pointed at him , they had tried to shoot but their powder 
was demp , and their guns had missed fire ; William Ewing dropped his plow and 
started to the Fort fast as he could run , with the Indians after him. Going 
over a raise of the ground into a small hollow , he changed his course , ran 
up the hollow a short distance and stcpped, and then saw the Indians a اا‎ 
by in the regular course. Ewing then made his way to the fort ia asta 


> 


This was about the time that the Drennan raid occurred, when Ji 


W have been told that Swago Creek was so named from the Oswega Indians ; the 

` Swago word is compounded from the Indian word "Otsego" "ot" meaning a place 

of meeting, and the word Sago" an Indian term of salutation; and the two 
words coined together emerged into the word SWAGO which menas a meeting 
place- " A happy meeting place "  Swago" is one of the beautiful Indian names 
*hat is common among the Alleghenies. 

It has also been stated that Swago Creek was named after ieu "D 
locally known as "Swago Bill" Ewing , but records will show that Swago Creek 
will antedate that of "Swago Pill" He was named Swago Bill because he lived 
on Swago Creek, 

On tbe head of Swago Creek there is a" Natural Bridge” formed by a stratum 
of the T T , about forty feet HY/h in length and fifteen feet high ,unde 


which the stream flows . This bridge is in a very rugged country in the forest. 


d. 


MARLINS RUN; - Marli ns Run is a small run of minor importance, except the locel 


history that it bears in connection with its name-sake ^ 3 
Heading near the Marlin Mountain and flowing due west for a distance of 2.7 mile x 
through the town of Marlinton to join Knapps Creek one -half mile above its | 3 
mouth, It has a total fell of 630 feet with a drainage area of 1.56 square miles 4 


karlins Run , has the honor of having the first persons of English of 


Scotch Irish antecedents to spend a winter in what is now Pocshontas County 


" H سل‎ 


wha were Marlin and Sewell ‘This was the year of 1750-51 , Their Camp was in the 


“eee sommeca ty Marlins Run and the Knappe Greek . In the course of tip - m 
E | 


spgree - over the Question of their Religion , they seper 


iT when they were found by Colonel Andrew Lewis, Marlin “i 


ans Sewell Bana taken up his abode in & hollow by Canmore tr 


wee. margin of thes e Lough | Quite — where the walk now Crosse 
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Colonel Andrew Lewis expressed his Surprise at thie way of living apart from 


each ether , when eo distent from the habitation of other human beings. 


Sewell told him they differef in sentiments, and sirce they seperated there 
was was more tranquility , or a better understanding , for now they were on 


Speakihg terms, and upon each moBning " itwas godd morning , Mr, Sewell," and 


" good morning Mr, Marlin", There has teen a tradition that these two men 


Quarrelled over their Religion one being a Brotestant and the other a Catholic, 


then again , it has been written that they diffdred over the form of bptism, 


and that “ immersion was the theme of their cantdntion. 
were not 
It should be understood that these two men,at dagger points with each 
other, while they lived near together on the banks of Marlins Run they were 
in speaking distance. s 
Thè 6 William T. Price in kis historical notes writes that he saw 
tke old sycamore tree , and was inside of it many times. ( from Prices Note 
as follows) ' The lower part of the tree bore the striking resemblance to a 
leaning Indian tepee. The cavity could shelter five or six persons, and the 
writer has been often in it toe shade or for shelter ron rain or heat, 
At the tep of the cone ,some eight or ten feet from the ground , the tree was not 
more than twenty inches in diameter , and in that height it was chopped off 
about the year 1839, to avoid shading the crops. Thus the stump was left for 
shade or shelter, until it disapeared during the War, being probably used for 


a camp fire . This new arrangement did not last long , and Sewell in search of 


less molestation about his religion, with drew about eight miles to «cave at x 
E 
ب٢‎ mo e <i 


1 n ^ 


the head of 5676128 Run near l'arvin ( now known as Stephen hole nr 


Stephen Hole Run ) Then he went forty miles farther wn to £ 


daa , and was slain by Indians, ( Andrew Price , Aso 0۴ E 


n Sewell died on the llth day of September r UM 
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lATURAL SETTIID CHAPTER THREE ( Pocahontee Counth ) 


as the 


( Part 1 ر‎ 


( Sec D ) 
The North Fork of Deer Creek , or ( North Fork Creek ) 


mame ie appliod to the branch , ie incorrectly named , the name does not mean 


any thing whatsoever, The branch of Deer Creek called North Fork Creek is the 
east branch of Deer Creek and is not the North Fork as hae been named . 


The North Fork of Deer Creek ( or the origional  Warwicke Creek ) 


was at first named "Qartmille Creek " in honor of Thomas Cartmill who had secup ed 
a patent or land Grant, from the Commonwealth of of Virginia for 358 acres of 
lend bearing dete of June 13th 1780 while under the regime of Augusta County. 

This tract of land is situated between the " Mine Bank " and the Eastern 
pert of the PHN f Greenbank including the mouth of Romin Run and is the first 
survey of land taken up on the North Fork Creek adjoining the Warwick lands 

This branch of Deer Creek was called Cartmills Creek for aperiod of 
twenty five or thirty years from 1780 till about 1810 as shown in giving the 
local description of the lands situated on the waters of Cartmille Creek. 


Thomas Cartmill was a Revolutionary War  vetern and was sworn in as a 


Captain of The Virginia Militia on Hay ll th 1780 ( It should have continued 


under the name of Cartmille Creek .) The North Fork Creek is cold and clear 


as cryatel , hae been infected with the asino mountain Brook Trojt, the ` 
has an entire length 12,8 miles ani en ares af drainage of 29.48 وه‎ mil s š 
a total fall of 1570 feet from the source to the me Gre 


with & rate of fall per mile of 131.9 feet, 


S oil facility for water power mille on the North 


La £ le tte bati establishment afd erectiCn of several 
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fey, and Uriah Hevener Sr,m411 Š 


( Helletore Run Ü 
that 76 


The Hellebore Run ie a branch of the North Fork Creek 


, 


due North a distance of 3,25 miles with a fall of 950 feet with a rate of $ 
fall per mile of about 292.3 feet. ue 
The Hellebore Run was named from the numerous Hellebore plante i 
that grew on the run , especially on the head of the run , where the plants 
crew mostly in the demp and wet partd of the narrow bottom . 
The Helletore Run section was first developed by Jacob Hevener Sr 
a cattle raiser 
ef Hightown Virginiay, who had secured a land grant or patent ‘of 650 acres | 
bearing date of 1838 and later other tfacts adjoining, situated on the 
Allegheny mountain , Relebore Ridge ,and Helíebore Run, and employed John Spencer ° | 
es a tenant to clear the lande and herd his cattle, horses, and sheep, that he | 
r&nged on the Allegheny mountains, now called the Hellebore Ridge grazing farm 
( but now in possession of the U.S. Forest Service ) About 1000 Acres of 
the Hellebore Run section was fenced up by fatting down the trees. 
The shining pleited leaves of the Hellebore plants put forth so x 
early in the spring , and was sọ tempting to the young cattle, that they would آ‎ | s= E 
eet the young Hellebore which is very poisonous , and would die from its x 


poisoncue effect, and from this fact that John Speneer the pioreer of 


tM 


‘re Heliebore Run , spent much of his time in the spring of +he years | B INE. 


i +` 7 €— - ud - ER rhe F2 
out the poisonous Helleber plants and thereby he gave it the nem Dn 


22 ۹ =~ , 


62١87076 Fun, and the Hellebore Ridge , one of the highest pêst | 
zinia , received its name from the Run و‎ his is sit 

ie of the Rum. 
he plant from which the selle 


-anisy, and celled American mnit 
Maia: 


it is a native of West Vircin 


greener with ege. 


= 


l inch or less across, very nunerous , in stiff- branching, spike-like , denses - | 
flowered panicles. Perianth of 6 oblong segments ; 6 short curved stamens; 


3 Styles ` | x | E 
Stem : is stout, leafy 2 to 5 feet tall , Leaves : Plaited, the lower s 


LI 


215^ 


. , "m 
-i NEP MT, - : 


Ones broadly oval , pointed 6 to 12 inches long; parallel ribbed, sheathing 
the stem where they clasp it ; with the upper leaves gradually narrowing; 
the leaves among the flowers are small. 


It preferrs to grow in Swamps, Wet Woodds, and low “eadows , and blooms 


between the months of May and July. And grows in the South Eastern part oft 
the United States . The Name of Hellebore Run and Hellebore Ridge 

for some unknown reason is incorrectly spelled " ELLEBER " which appears 
in the Geological Survey records of Pocahontas County, and the Topographical 


Surveys of U.S. F.B. E: Should be spelled "HELLEBORE, " ) 
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CHAPTER THREE NATURAL SETTING. (POcahortas County ) 
Roacoe Y,Brown Arbo vale 8 
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From the stand point of climate Pocahontas might be divided in two parts x 

» that is, highlands and valleys or lowlands. Being a vary mounteinous country 
with high elevations and locatedon the western eide of the main Alleghenies, 
it is subject to severe winters., the valleys ,however , being protected on 
either side, have less severe winters. iDuring-ipe,summer months the weather 
is ideal seldom averaging over 70 degrees Fahrenheit hirka July tre warmest 
month of the year. 

v Because of the wide range in elevation and the varied directions at 
which the mountains and. valleye lie, climatic differences within the uounty 
are great, Through the western and aothern parts, the winters are cold, and the 
and the summers are cool with relatively few hot days; the lower Greenbrier 


River Valley and the ridge and Valley country to the east have less severe w 


winters and condiderably higher summer temperatures, With a few exceptions 
the nights are cool and ideal for sleeping. 

The results of killing frosts have beenb observed in a few places as 
late as June 20, and considerable frost damage to tender vegetation have 2 
been observed eren in July and August, Fae along the large streams and $ 


2 4! 
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valleys in the sprirg and fall often prevents the severe frost damage that : Nr 7 


occurs in the adjoining uplands, 


The direction of the prevailing air currents and their mod دو‎ 


by physiography often give a temperature 


within a distance of one or two miles. 
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( BLOCK RUN) 
Block Run ie a small branch of the North Fork Creek 3.25 miles in length and 
and has a total fall in feet of 1085, and arate of fall per mile of 293.2 
and a drainage area of 2,92 Sqare miles. 
The Block Run has ite source near the Top Allegheny Battle Field, and 
flows dn, southernly direction to unite with the North Fork Creek 
This Branch has been quoted as " Black Run " in the U.S, F.5. Maps. 
But it is locally known as BLOCK RUN and receike the fron the fact that about 
the yemr of 1840 Jacob Yeager and his son John Yeager had erected an Up and Down 
water power Saw mill, below the forks of Bock Run , they built a dam 867686 the run with 
stones which was a complete piece of masonry the wall was about 13 feet high 
and 200 feet long; the inside was filled with clay , at about an angle of one to 
one and a half, ; When the dam was full of water it covered &n acre of ground 
“hen the gate was closed to fill the dam ae run the mill, the run was 


completely Blocked , The Yeager Mill Dem Blocked the Run , hence the neme 


Block Run, 


( Page 2) 


Since the virgin forest timber is practically ,all taken out of Pocahontas = 
County ,the winds have become stronger ; the air tends to move lengthwise of the 
long valley of the Greenbrier River , and the winds are deflected by the topography 
of the country so that at times they blow at right angles to their normal course 
Vinde in general blow harder at high altitudes , at night, and in the winter time, 


Cyclones are nota commom occurence in Pocahontas County and very few wind sé 


Storms and floods that are out of the ordinary. 
According to the Weather Bureau station at Harlinton, Situated at an 


elevation of 2131 feet, the annual ( average) rainfall is 47.26 inches, 


< 
with average depth of snow 33.7 inches, and the mean temperature id 48.1 F Degrees 
This, however, is not representative of conditions in the plateau sections of the 


north-eastern part of the County. The Pickens station in Handolph County is more 


indicative of the north-eastern part of Pocahontas County, it shows an average 


&nnual rainfall of more than 60 inches and a snowfall of 100 inches. 
The rainfall is well distributed through the year . lt is grestes during the $ 


7 | 
yeer, „ summer, when needed for growing ا نب‎ pasture, and least in fall and winter 


The heaviest snow fall is usually in January and Fetruary. 
The average frost-free period reported at Marlinton,is 44 months, between 
May 16 and Octoberlst The last killing frost reported was June 17 th and the earliest 
| 


sept 6th. ( these figures are Quoted from the Soil Survey of Pocahontas County 


issued Feb 1938 ). 
It has always been a common saying and belief, by the old farmers of 56 


County that the East Wind will kill their buck-rheat or injure it to the extent 


that it wont fill,make straw but not much grain, 
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Generally the snows are vey heavy on the Allegheny mounteins, the Back Allegheny 


and Cheat Mountains; The Staunton and rarkersburg turnpike crosses the Allegheny 


mountains between Nonterey Virginia ,and Travelers Repose , and crosses the -" 


Back Allegheny and Cheat Mountain between Durbin and Huttonsville of Handelph 


County, these points where the Pike crosse the mountains which is at an elevation 


of approximately 4900 feet will drift full of snow , and untilrecent years the 


traffic and U.S.Mails would be held up for several weeks on account of the heavy 


drifting snows . In the olden times when the traffic and transportation was done 
by the horse and buggy , and the four and six horse wagons were common to the 
people of Pocahontas Ccurty.,traffic would be blocked by the snow drifts on the 


gs 


tain the greater part of the winter tire. - 
But of Becent times when the State 


Allegheny mountain, and the Cheat moun 


Road Commission is equipped with the 


modern snow plows , and by the construction of the modern snow fences, along the m. 
sections that are apt to drift up, the roads are thereby kept free from the 


Snow drifts ; and every day that it Snows the snow plows are kept running both 


dey and night to keep the roads open for the public in gengal, 


About once a year during the winter months , there will be heavy sleet wh: 


frequently will فو هه‎ the trafic 


, but not longer than one or two days 


No other weather conditions that are out of th 
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economic welfare. 
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Tt appears to be an authentic fact that since the Virgin Forest of 
Pocahontas County have been cut out and especially the famous White Pine 
trees, that the early killing frost and the late killing frost are not 
50 prevalent . Late killing frosts in the spring and early killing frosts 
in the fall made farming a precarious ires PE to early settlers, 

As late as 1810, the fact that corn would rípen on Marlins Bottom 
( now Marlinton ) sufficiently to make meal was of great interest to the 
surrounding settlers . Cultivating patches of buckwheat , corn, beane, and 
potatoes comprised moet cf the pioneer farming enterprise for supplementing 
suppláes of geme and fifth. 

The staple agricultura products are corn, oats,wheat,hay, potatoes ` 


apples, peaches, grapes, and rye, in their approximete order nemed, 


Of recent years it is found that Alfalfa has proven to be a succ sefil 
al 
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experimented with in the last few years by the farmers and fipd it t WA 
3 , E z | 
splendid paying crop. *j EM P 


& x 
Sweet potatoes , Watermellons , Peanuts, have been tried out, 
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been abandoned on the account of climatie conditions. alt: : به‎ 
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No industries of any nature have been estab; ished . 
that Lave teen proven to be unsuitable , ciam m 
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Bo name by the French explorers, nothing cound ben o 
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GAULEY RIVER;- The Cauley River drainage ie of minor importarcé of 
to Pocahontas County except that it has its source within the bounds of Pocahonts 
County limits, in three branches - NorthFork, South Fork, snd Middle Fork, = 
high up in the west ride of the ves and Cauley Wountains. Flowing west across tre 
acute angle of the southern end of Randolph County these three forks unite at 
Three Forks of Gauley at the Randolph- Webster County line and there the main Gaulp 
continues ir a general south west direction,draining, with its tributaries, all of 


Webster County south of Elk River. It continues well entrenched, acsoss Webster 


end Nicholas Countjes to unità with New River at Gauley Bridge, Fayette County, 


to form the Great Kanaweha, 17116۴ principal tributaries within the area touching Poehontes 


ere Cherry , Cranterry, and Williams Rivers. 


The Gauley River has an entire length of 104 miles, as it meanders in its a 


natural course ; tut has an air line distance of only 59,2 miles , with a total fall 
o@ 3,352 feet or at the average rate of 32.23 feet per mile. And according th the 
Geological Survey for Webster County , has a drainage area of 1350.37 square miles. 


CHERRY RIVER OF THE GáULEY, 


The Cherry River heads in two forks, North and South , in south wesies’? 


Pocahontas County , and flows west across nothern Greenbrier County into Nicholas 
County , to join Gauley River at Curtain . The Cherry River in Pocahontas County 


has a drainage area basin of 5.20 square miles . 


How the River got the name of " GAULEY" or what it sig! 


question that ie vague, and obscure. Some folks are of the < 


se beautiful stream Gaule of tee Mea 


But there is سب‎ tradition h p 
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‘We. : INDIAN DRAFT : - The Indian Draft , is a small branch that tises in the E -lk 
leuntaipm South of Gay Knob and flows in a southernly direction to connect with 
Stony Greek at Campbell Town, a total distance of 5.2 miles and has a fall of 1060 
feet, with a rate of fall of 203.8 feet per màle:, and has a drainage area of 
1.49 square miles , 

The Indian Draft: is one of the small branches of Focahontas County , 
that carries with it , more historical incidents , in its vicinity than any other 
Small branch in the County; And in order to give an idea of the many events 
upon, and around about the Indian Dreft , and which 


x incidents 
has leed to the naming of the " INDIAN Draft, a few of the, are found in a lette 


that have actually happenéd , 
written by Calvin ¥, Price, ir The Pocahontas Times bearing date of April 10 th 1941 
Which is hereby given in full: 

v 

I have been asked to write some things I know about the Indian Draft. A draft ie 
& n&rrow valley between two leading ridges. Indian Draft reaches from Elk Mountain 
to Stony Creek st Campbell Town, The Indians tra velYèd it; the trails forked just bele 
Ecray. One trace, a section of the War Path from New York to Georgia went ty Edray 


to cross -Flk lountain , and the other to Clover Lick., The first roads followed 


Indian trails, and our highways still do, more ot less. When the Marlin Eottom and 
Huttonsville Turnpike nearly a century ago, the route was taken up on Drennin Ridge, 


as acommodation to homes and farms on the ridgerather than up thye water grade of the 


| 
| 
| 


narrow Draft where no one lived below the forks. 


I recall hearing back in my childhood some of the older people spesking of small 


bands of Indians camping at the mouth of the Indian Draft . These Indians were traveing  — 


n 


back and forth from Ohio to Yasington. The lands around the Edray branch of ARG... 
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Indian Draft were first opened by Thomas Drennan. The tract embraced thou 


I know now that the site of the Drennin cabin was by a epi 


" ë as it marked the beginning corner of one 


۷ 


— 
"i 3 - ' ° 
n T æ ٢ ' i 
i a x که‎ di | at ۹ I 
L] ' d . 0 اچ‎ m - - A8 ٩ 
ها‎ Ë d 7a a وس په‎ I I lu اد‎ D 
| Ms وت .د ادا‎ pepe هې‎ | 
Í - I " » 
LL -åk U < 
E : S fe - 
ê ۱ TA bc j ا‎ SC M 4 ; 
پا رس‎ j iei x. 2 m | - | 1 
i 1 ^ HEES- : 1 a E. - L E š et په‎ ! 
m - E Ú ' y 
å i F4 -— — a g. P i 
| e 3 : yu & a " ". د‎ و٢‎ ' ni 
< V 
“° 


3 Lo 

m š‏ و 

E 

m ` 
pod 


° z un E ٢ ۹ pP 

i pr, 8 

- r : " » » 1 
| HEU 


ند 


= 
" =, "1 
Pey i 
°. i 
- v rA 
4 y 1 سد ي‫‎ "m. p 
- 7 ma | 


uninterupted poesersion under fence. "y recollection of tne Gallagher Survey iê W 
ihe first call from the Drinren cabin was a straight line to a black sugar in the 


low place on Clover Creek Mountain , eight or more miles away. I do not now recall 
the bearing. I can oly  recember when only a black hearted traitor would point 

out a known corner to one of these old land grants. I recall hearing of an ex- 
Confederate soldier wo rking all day Sunday to dig out, splitup and burn of a great 
Gallagher Flat on Days Mountain because it was a known corner 


red oak, back on 


of the Gallagher Survey, The home of Thomas Drennon was broked up by Indians, 


Hie wife was taken captive and murdered on Elk Mountain a few miles from her 
home. I have heard that this Indian Raid was prior the Revolution , though 1797 wae 


wes probably the year, Late the Drénnon homestead passed into possession of y] 


Ro bert Moore , son of the pioneer Noses Moore. It is likely that the first tims 
Robert Moore set foot on the lends some day to be his own was when as a boy he camef | 
from the east, now Rockbridge County, with his father and othersin the pursuit of 
French Surveyors and their Indian Guides. at the forks of Indian Draft the 


Frenchmen were anbushed . An Indian was killed and a Frenchman was wounded. Some 
fifty years since human remains were unearthed near the forks of the Draft. 

The dispension of the exploring party might have origionated some of the legénds 
of buried tressure on Indian Draft &nd in several not distant locslities-- Clo verlick 
Carlinton, Stony Creek, and l'illpoint. Near the mouth of Indian Draft on the 
Greenbrier River was the home of Lawrence Drennan, a brother of Thomas Drennon, 

Jn 1754 Indians made a raid on hie home . Henry Baker was shot and killed as 

fee climbing a fence, returning from his morning wash . Richard Hill jumped the 
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irom the mouth of Indian DrATT. 
;ndiene raided the Bath ¿lu- tilet i5 
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white giri, nene now unknown, a 8 tloürani ner ind | 
är. ner inganti däuchisr n 


khe 1:0 Cu mal 
e J 1468 3 mile ET | 
A 3 miles dowr Knapps Creek from Huntergville 


| ic soldier John on his way home and would soon hear the sm. of the 1 


PETBuirg party overtook the Indiane just after they had croesed the Creenbrier Riser 
at the Island Ford where the tannery is now. nen the firing started the Indians 

killed the Sloan baby by dashing its head agairst a tree. The shots scared: the pack 
horse on which the 13 year old Joseph was riding, and the boy was thrown off in a 
Patch of nettles, The Indians escaped with three other prisoners ene by way of 
Indian Draft. The boy was found in the Nettle patch , and he grew up to lose a leg in 
the Battle of Point Pleasant, 1774. The body of the murdered igfant was buried near 
where the present Varlinton and Hunters ville¢g/ raad crosses Marlin Run near the 

Court House, The prisoners were ransomed from the Indians at Detroit after a year ory 
two of captivity. 

In the war between the States , a Union prisoner named Vorville, knocked his 
guard out with a rock, at the Gay house above the Fair Ground, and escaped. At the mouth 
of Indian Draft he was overhauled , offered resistence and was shot. 

In his diary the late Bishop Asbury , father of the Mefhodist Church in the 
United Ststes speaks of Drennon on Indian Draft as one of his regular stopping 
places on his itineraries from Main to Georgia. The Bishop records he would spend 
a day at Déinnon prepare for and a day at Mingo Flats, to recuperate from the 
twenty mile ride through the then Elk Valley Wilderness. 

Indian Draft is haunted by the spirit of John Drennon, a young soldier in 
the war of 1812, who iei of at Noffolk . The late William Gay ,Sr. as a boy was 
returning from a mill om Knapps Creek by way of Indian Draft. The horse stopped 
suddenly and the mill boy looked to see what for. There in a fence corner he 


one pes John Drennon wrapped in & blanket, taking his rest, 
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at home he was looked for but could sae “Ss 1 a * 
ple of that day until David god ind Jahir 
je news of the de ath n 


` pPI RUN; ~ Spice Run has ita source in several spall branches high up in the 
Beaver Lick Mountain , and flows in a general westward direction to form the Greebrier- 
Pocahontas line for some five miles to where it joins the Greenbrier River. 
Tt has a meandering length of 6,1 milesd with ato tal fall of 1000 feet or at 
the rate of 165.9 feet per mile. It has a drainage area of 8.34 sqüare miles. 


The Spice Run received its name at a very early period of tine , along 


years before the formation of Pocahontas County, ani was made the bounáry line béwsen 
Greenbrier ani Powahohtas, and was named for the Spicewood Bush, or Spice Eush 


Which was found upon the Branch, which is an ornamental shrub of the Laurel family 


mative to most of the Eastern United States, The small yellow flowers are followed 


by spicy scarlet fruits and the foliage and bark are also aromatic. The bark was 


formerly used in household medicine . The dried and powdeted berries was used for 


as a substitute for all spice in the Revolutionary Yar and the leaves were brewed for 


The Spice Bush, which is closely related to the Sassaffas, is used horticultura i 


-lly. It is also called the Benjamin Bush. ( See Colum- Encyclopedia ) 
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LOCUST CREEK: - Locust Creek in a large Spring against the east side of the Droop M à 
Mountain and flows south for a distance of 34 miles where it is joined by a snall 

tributary in Trump Run and continues east to the Greenbrier River at Locust Station 
It is a short Run with a considerable volum of water with a slight fall. This run 


is a continuation of Hills Creek which sinks beneath Droop "ountain on the opoosite 


It was reported that colort + matter was placed in Hills Creek 


to emerge in the head of Locust Creek Locust Cresk has a dr‏ | را 
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LAUREL x3UN:- Laurel Run «-Seads rígh.G&p'orzENavérgyLick Mountain north east of 


Burr Poset- Office and with several unnssed tributaries forme the drainage 
west 
of Burr Valley , It then continues, to a point one- half mile north of Demzar 


where it empties in to the Greenbrier River, It has a total length of 8.2 miles 


with a fall of 1220 feet or at the rate of 148.7 feet per mile, It has a drainage 472 
of 13.38 square miles, This Branch was sof naned by the abundance of Larel 


that grew on its waters, 


ROCK RUN- Rock Run is another ü senall branch with a single tributary emptying 
into Greenbrier River “rom the East one mile above Kennison. 
The Rock Run is within the bounds of the Satoga State Park , is 1.7 miles long 


with a fall of 780 feet with a rate of fall per mile of 146.7 Feet and has a drainage 


area of 1.15 square miles, 


ISLAND LICK RUN:- Island Lick Run empties into the Greenbrier River from tre eat 


midway between Seebert and Kennisan having its source up on the west side of Pyle - 


Mountain, It has a total length of 4,8 miles with a fall of 0 feet, with a rate 


of fall per mile of 156,2 feet, with a drainage basin area of 5,12 square miles, 


It lies wholly; within the bounds of the Watoga State Forest Park. À fine Rock 


Based road with an easy grade and graceful curver , was constructed the etit length | 


of the Island Lick Run , and nany, ^as log cabins with all modern cony niencies are —/ 


erected on the Island Lick Run The Administration Building 


and the recreational artificial iske M nó: uated upon 


Park season is open. 
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Stamping Creek has its source in three small branches high up onM 


STA PINO CREFK:- 
are Blue lick Run, and 


the east side of the Cranborry Mountain , Ite tributaries 
Tilda Fork, and other small unnamed branches, It flows in a ebuthzB8tsard directit7- I 3 


occasionally sinking beneath the limestone ,but rising again near Millpoint where | 


it is used intermittently to turn Overshot wheels to grind feed and flour, nd to r. 


^ 


propel a small turbine generator. It enters Greenbrier River one-half nile nort 


Seebert, It has a meandering length of 6.8 miles with a total fall of 1710 feet, 
at a rate of 251.5 feet por mile. It has a drainage area of 15.5 square miles. 

The name of Stamping وس‎ was first given to the Branch by the first 
pioneer settlers of that vicinity, which was due to the fact that there was a certain 
would meet , and was called 

" " | 


place on the creek that the Deer, Elk, and Buffalo, 
the name of Stanping Creek, 


the Stamping Ground, which eventually emerged into 
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FURNACE HOLLOW- The Furnace Hollow is eituated on the “orth side of Deer Creek, ` 
om the Little Mountain eide, formerly on the lands of the pioneer Werwicks, now 
owned by Willie Sheets. At the mouthof the hollow a score or more of Furnaces : 


or enclosed fire places were built , supposed to have been build by the Indiane 


the reason for which is not known ; The pioneer John Warwick that eettled nearb 
—atout 1770- | 
-hever knew the purpose of the furnaces , they were about three feet wide, and six 


feet long, &nd stout three feet high, they are now لته‎ fallen and look like 


piles of rocks The pioneers learned from the Indians thst some profound secret 


" 
appeared to enshroud the the Furnace Hollow and the Mine Rank; For long 
generations the Indiens hed followed the same paths beating them downy/ deep in 


the forest earth , and the pioneers that made the settlerent near the forks of the 


Cresk ,at the Furnace Hollow,end the Mine Bank , recited the fact that the‏ 667د 
Indier traile appeared to diverge in every direction, from the vicinity of the‏ 
forks of Deer Creek. It appears that this section of the country was a special‏ 
Mutius pince of the Indians in prehistoric times.‏ 

| when the Indians saw the pioneers building the Warwick Fort, at the forks of 
Deer Creek , which &s between the Mine Bank, and the Furnace Hollow, they were 


exesperated.and many skirmishes occurred afterwards, when they sew that they were 


going to lYose their hunting, carping , and fishing grounds , 


We have it by & direct line of tradition that a band of about fourty 
returned to their old camping ground, near the Mine bark , on a Š ' ee dd 


which may have occurred about the year of 1800. Any way at äia n 


` fed Anthony Wayne had brought about a treaty i 


These Indiars were old renee ais 


‘Their camping place weee ‘on the rank 


8 now owned by Gratz saa 
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SITLINGTON: QALEK:- Sitlington Creek is one of the moet impottant etreams 
to the Greenbrier River in Pocahontae County ,and has ite source in ٥۵۷116708 Creek 
high up in the Alleghany mountain; It flows ir a general south-west direction 
to Michael “ountain where it is joined by Shock Run; ( formerly called Buzzard Cre j | 
the two uniting to cut a vide pass through the range et Dunmore ,and ie joined 
again by Thomas Creek 14 miles east of Sitlington ,where Sitlington Creek 
empties into Greenbrier River. 
Other tributeriee are "oore Run,(formerly called Henches kun ) Gum Eranch, 

Jakes Run, Stony Run, and Left Pla (of Gelfords Creek ) Sitlibgton Creek, 
has a total length of 14,5 miles with a fall of 1980.feet , and a rate of fell 


of 136.5 feet per mile; and has a drainage area of 51.06 square miles. 


Sitlington feck, ' is the third largest stream in Pocanortas County that 

flows into the Greentrier River . This stream was so nar: ed by the fact that 
Robert Sitlington, was the first permanent settler on the Franch, and the eastem 

pert of Pocahontas County. His home was in the site of the town of Dummore. 


A . brief history of the name sake of Sitlington Creek as follows:- 


The father of Jacob Warwick came to Augusta County from Williemsburg Va , during 
Collenial times between 1740 and 1750. He was a lieutenant,in the service of the 
Eritish Crown, and was employed in surveying lands in Augusta County and whet 
is now Pocehontas County; this Lieutenant Warwick located and occupied the 
property now embracing the village of Dunmore situated on the Sitlington Creek 
and secured this property for his own use, He married Elizeteth Dunlap , neer 
Middlebrook , and he was one of the English gentry whose fomilies settled in 


Virginia in consequence of political reverses in England, 


After this 
Lieutenant Warwick concluded to visit England , which he len, but rew TES Í 
| | ecd NE 


and being heard of no more he was given up for dead; in t 


om‏ کک 
ECC +‏ 
28 


2 EC settled on the property, on Sitlington c ieri 


پر 

in یت د دد‎ n 
« >l ibm : t 4 
š : " 1 


i E n S 
m - E 
her s F 
JAN ٠ è 


سر دا 


a ted , and had it secured by Beed, 
x married Robert Sitlington, but remeini 


r second dde 


Eo e 


# 
j i 
T | > 1 d 1 s , 
i í M i 
0 P : ۸ 
fy `, af ۹ A) yn " 
è š ia” اه‎ NMF 
[i i í 1 ] [| 
i à A I> وا‎ LANA ^ r 
۸ hy V P 7 Ne J 
1 te 11 n d 7 , ty 4 ۰ i 
" gm y a m | 4 vhi 
l i | Ly p اه‎ 
i À l p i . " Te. 
! i 4 4 رو‎ 1 " " 
^ LY aL 


` k 

k 

è 1 
i l 

& سلا‎ ) 
I 1 ) " k 
' Va (* 
7 | 


ed aa} | r š 
mate. 
r 1 


ILS VE ' 
f- ga AL 
KS 


g$ A 
: Mogi | 


NATURAL SETTING CHAPTER THREE ( Pocahontas County 


Galforde Creek , the head wa 


Glade Hill Eastward have been locally known as nc ٧ و‎ 


| Creek then called Sitlington Creek, about the year of 1 ee "eae kasu 


x T 


date . The Pioneer Thomas Galford secured a Land Grant E 154 e 


situate on Sitlington Creek ,bearing date of 1794 , and is - idi 


by Wade Galford and Charley wilfong, on Galfords Creek East 


There id a tradition tfft handed down among the Galford d 
Thomas Galford , gave a Bear Trap for his first homestead on Galfor: s Cee 


this could have happened in the way of barter , and no record ma le 


Galfords Creek has two branches , known as Right hand es: | Lef? 
F E 


POR 1 


prong ; The left hand prong is known as the Big Spring Branch of Ga: 
which gives rise in a very large Gravelly Spring ,known as the Big Spri 


_ This Spring is situated at a very high altitude, in the Alleghany 


E 


the Ramshorn POUR, and the Guinn Ridge . JT sea 
"he main Galfords Creek ,or Right hand prong has a total leng 


miles , with a total fall of 1125 feet, with a rate of fall per ٧ و وو‎ 


Per mile, and has a drainage are basin of 8.65 square miles , 


The Left Hand Prong known as the Big Spring branch has a: 


miles , with & total fall of 1250 feet, with a rate of fall per nile a 


ani hes ea drainage basin area of > 43 square NN V 
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Soue of the first settlers on upper Üalforde Creek was Ludy Taylor ., andi 
Samuel Posten who had settled on the lands that was later ocuupied by Richard Hudson 
The nume " Galfords Creek" د‎ E0 named Ly the early settlement made by tne 
pioneer Thomas Galford, and the histcrical incident thet happened in his fa i.y, 
و‎ wrieh 
which was the primary cause, in naming the branch Galforde Creek. 

The Story in brief, as follows:- It is a matter of authentic history, 
thet Thomas Galford wes living with his family on what is now Gelfords Creek, 
when the Indians were still making raids throughout the country. His daughter Erno S 
15 years of age was sent on an errand and was never heard of afterwards ; 
word was sent to all the settlers fer and near , end vain search was mede ; while 
searching along the creek thinking she had fallen in the water and drowned, they 
found a large Indian trail , the tracks of the girl, some bits of clotg and other 
Signs which g&ve evidence that Elizabeth had been ceptured by the Indians. 
she trail wes followed till it became so otscure that, tneides of recapturing the 
girl was given up for tke tire. A few month subsequently Thomas Galford with a man 
by the name of Samuel Gregery , went on through to the Indian villages in Ohio 


but found no evidence of the missing girl. There is & tradition , or true story, 
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that upon their return,they captured two fine horses from the Indians , add knowing 
that they would be followed, by the Indians, returned on their own trail, and in 
ambush shot two or three of the Indians , which put د‎ check on the pursuit, and 

then by travelling all nit made their escape back home. The ornements and tracelete, 


were teken from the Indians , which wes burned when Thomas Gelford Junior, leet his 


e by fire . The captured horses were two fine stellione , the bay wae called 


uck Rabbit" and the other " Irish Grey! Buck Rebbit wae soid to John Bird , the 
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| lacidly, with 
- and ar long ae Galfords Creek will ripple on toward the cea, placidly, wi 


ite eternal scheme of nature , it will serve as a marker or monument to 
| the | ' 
perpetuste the memory of capture of Elizabeth Galford vy the Indians. 


Run is the largest branch that flows into the Gaelford- 


STONY RUN;- Story 
with a total fall of 1400 feet 


Creek , it has an entire length of 3.3 miles 


ard hes a fall of 442.2 feet per mile, with & dreinege area basin of 


4.30 square miles , 

The Warn Lumber Company built a standard gage Reilroad up Stony Run 
and crossed the Allegheny Mountain at the head of Stony Run and went down on 
/m Virginia 


the waters of the Ruckman Draf$, end hauled quite -a lot of timber from the 


South of the Allegheny Mountain to the Lumber Vill at Raywood near Sitlington, 
The undertaking of hauling timber acrose the Allegheny and keeping up the 
Railroad we was B very expensive undertaking, and the project was abandoned 
lesving much of the virgin forest on tke South side of the Allegheny mountain. x 
Where: the Railroad crossed the Allegheny mountain at the head of Stoay 


Run the elevation ie near atout 4000 feet . > iia 
ae "er 
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The water of the Story Rur is cleer as crretal and was ice cold before the a 
virgin forest was taken out : Tha bottom iand of the Stony Run id very لل سپ"‎ 


rocky and at the mouth of the Run where it flows into Gelforde Creek it — Dak d 
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~RORNEY BRANCH} Tre Thorney Branch: is a emal- branch that flows into the 
Sitlington Creek "est of what is termed as Galfords Creek, and لع‎ 6 
rise near the divide of the waters of Rosin Run , The Thorney ww 
has an entire length of 3.8 miles witha fall of 450 feet, with ne 118.4 
Teet per mile, and has an area of a drainage basin of 1,78 square miles . 


` The Thorny Eranch valley was origionally ro weed with ghe famoue its = 


Pine ,tinber . The virgin White pins was taxedut by the Sliding system. 


about the year of 1890. The slide was built ty hewing one side of the logs 

and pëning then down S short log forming a V shaped gutter for the logs 

7 TT in , the tean of horses was hitched to the rear log which was called 

a bumper, about 25 or 30 logs wouli be rolled in the slide each being 
seperated a few incbs or feet , by the use of a Trail Bar; The slide would be 
well watered , by the use of a water barrel which was run over the Slide beirs 
~ne logs were rollei in, Sliding was done in frsezing weather, The Bumper log 
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in the rear was hauled by a J Grab so that if the trail ren away the team 
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would be free from entanglement. / 
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The Thorney Branch, received its name from the many thorn trees 


that crew on the branch, and the variety that seened to grow most abundantly 


" 


w2s the Dotted Thorn" which can be identified by the large red or yellow fruit — 


which gives it a very attractive appearance in the fall. Some times bc ve m E: si 
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will zrow 35 feet in height ,with a dianeter of 8 +o 14 inches, The 3 
and por and the crown id ver; broad ani flat- tppped. x 


The Bark is gray with thin scales on old trunks and 1 


„ith straight thornes which are 1} to 2% inches long. m په‎ 


The Leaves are alternate, simple, tapering at ` the 


ind irregularly serrate or sometime: 
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“ATURAL SETTING CHAPTER THREE ( Pocahontas County ) 


( Part 1 ) اي‎ IMs dii ou. 
Het | 


( Sec D ) 

GALFORDS CREEK: = Galforde Creek , the head waters of Sitlington Creek from 

Glade Hill Eastward have been locally known as Galforde Creek from the very 
Thomas Galford 

earliest settlement of of this region of Pocahontas County y, Settled on Gelfords 


about the year of 1792,was a tax payer at tht 


Creek then called Sitlington Creek, 
The Pioneer Thomas Galford secured a Land Grant of 154 Acres of land 


date. 
and is now the same land owéed 


situate on Sitlington Creek , bearing date of 1794, 
by Wade Galford and Charley Wilfong, on Galfords Creek Hast of Glade Hill; 
There id a tradition fát handed down among the Galford decendants that the pioner 


Thomas Galford , gave a Bear Trap for his first homestead on Galfords Creek 


this could have happened in the way of barter , and no record made of the transaction. 
x j 

Galfords Creek has two branches , known as Right hand prong, and Left harer 
l 


prong ; The left hand prong is known as the Big Spring Branch of Galfords creek, 


which gives rise in a very large Gravelly Spring „known as the Big Spring; 


This Spring is situated at a very high altitude, in the Alleghany t'ountains between 
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the Ramshorn mountain, and the Guinn Ridge . 
The main Galfords Creek ,or Right hand prong has a total length of 6.1 


miles , with a total fall of 1125 feet, with a rate of fall per mile , of 164.4 feet 


per mile, and has a drainage are basin of 8. 65 square miles, 
Set بپ‎ | m. š Ra H 7 
The Left Hand Prong known as the Big Spring branch has a lengtn of 2 


arate of fa l per. mile of 370.6 feet, 


miles , with a total fall of 1250 feet, wi h 
48 squase miles, 
e Virgin forest of the Gelfords cree! 


ani has a drainage basin area of 2, 
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fe e of the firet settlers on upper Valfords Greek wun Ludy Taylor ,, andi, A 
Banus] Posten who had settled on the lands that wae later 000071060 by híohard Hudson i 
The nume " Galforde 6۰" war no named Wy the early netiílesent made by the 

pioneer Thomas Galford, and the historical incident thet happened in hie fa day, 


wh teh 
wh i o wae the primary LLLP in naming the 41 ‘Oalfords Creek, 


The Story in brief, ne 1٢1٠ IV ie a matter of authentico history, 

that Thomae Galford wae living with hie family on what ie now Valfords Or eek, 

when the Indians were still making raide throughout the country, Hie daughter 4/ beth 
14 yeart of age wae sent on an errand and was never heard of afterwards , 

word war sent to al the settlerea far and near , and vain esearch was made j while 
searching along the oroek thinking ehe had fallen in the water and drowned, they 

found a large Indian trail , the tracke of the girl, some bite of eloty and other 
signe whieh påve evidence that NElitabe'ih had been a by the Indians, 
The trail was followed till 1$ became eo obscure shat, E of recapturing the 


girl wae given up for the time, A few month subsequently 
eem e SA, بس‎ 
by the name of 88011001 Oragory , went en thr 0 ihe Inc m villages in Ohio 
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Thomae Galferd with a man 


ition or true story, 
٢ , add knowing 
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but found Lu evidence of the ata 


that upon their return, they ptura $ 


that they would be followed, by he 1r 


ambush shot two or three of the India 
then by n acia. ul) abra made the p . j 
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- and ar long ae Üalfords Creek will ripple on toward the eee plncidly, with 
its eternal scheme of nature , it will serve as a marker or momment to 


the 
perpetuate the memory of. capture of Eliz abeth Galferd vy tre Indians. 


c TC NY RUN; - Stony Run is the largest branch that flows irto the Galford- 
Creek , it has an entire length of 3.3 miles with ۵ total fall of 1400 feet 
and hes a fall of 442.2 fect per mile, with & drainage area basin of 

4, 30 sequere miles . 

The Warn Lumber Company built 8 etandard gage Reilroad up Stony Aun 
and crosced the Allegheny Hountain ct the head cf Stony Run and went down on 
J2 ouem 

the waters of the Ruckman Draft, end hauled quite -a lot of timber from the 
South of the Allegheny Wountain to the Lumber ill at Reywood neer Sitlington | 


The undertaking of hauling timber across the Allegheny and keeping up the 


Railroad wee was & very expensive under taki ۱ nd the project was atendoned 
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lesving much of the ad oe ES B of the Allegheny mourtein. 
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Where: the Railroad ¢ esed د‎ ie A llegheny i unte in at the head of Stoay 
Run the elevetion ie Pe cn x 
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virgin forest was -— ) 


Pixar, it is 


gir ard at tke mouth o 


nd was ice cold before the 


